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July 12, 1951 
Director, FBI 


Legal Attache 
London, England’ 


Subject: VLADIMIR hennie Pens 
ESPIONAGE - R 


ReBucable h-27-5L, and'previous cables regarding the above-captioned 
individual, former Third Secretary of the Soviet Embassy in Australia and 
‘who recently defected. 


London newspapers-for July 1, 1951, in reporting Subject's testimony 
before the Royal Comission on -Espionage in Australia, ‘stated Subject men- 
tioned that one KUKIN was ín charge of espionage.directed towards the United 
States, England, Australia, New Zealand, and! South Africa, He was formerly 
assigned to the Soviet Embassy in London. 
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Mikhail, Morak, 


EVDOKIA ALEXEYEVNÁ PYTRAVA, vas. Mes Ul odis ns WE ed d FP ad 
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DETAILS: 


BACKGROUND: 


Vladimir Petrov was assigned to the Australian 
Embassy in February, 1951 and served there with the title 
of Third Secretary. Initial infornation reflected in the 
press indicated Petrov defected to Australian authorities 
during the first week of April, 1954. Thereafter the 
Soviets attempted to return his wife, Evdokia Petrova to 
Rus sta on 4-19-54, and while in transit she was able +o 
contact Australian authorities and request asylun for 
herself. The Australian Governnent passed legislation 
‘setting up a Royal Commission for the purpose of conducting 
hearings on the information furnished by the Petrous, which 
hearings: began on 5-19-54, and are currently continuing. 


| BACKGROUND OF VLADIMIR PETROV: 


Petrov: was born Afanasy Mikhailovich Shorokhov on : 
2-15-07, in a province of Siberia.. His immediate family : 
included his parents and two brothers, all of whom are | 
deceased. He was known by the last name of Proletarsky from 
December, 1929, to July, 1942, at which time he was given 

foreign assignments and his^name changed to Petrou because 
the name Proletarsky was too militant for an appointment Thẻ A 


an embassy abroad. His early life was that of a member ofl 


and being responsible for security observation on the personne 


peasant family until.l923 when he joined the Communist 
youth organization. In 1927 he de gan actual partici- 
pation in Communist Party activity in Russia, becoming. 

a full member in that.year. His Party training included 
study in trade union affairs and a thorough Party in- 
doctrination. In 1929 he was a minor trade union official. 
In October, 1950, he was called up for service in the Red 
Navy and vas trained in aq mine laying school with his 
specialty being that of a cipher specialist. He served 


as a junior petty officer and in addition to actual service 


on a desiroyer.completed a two-year school in cipher work. 
In April, 1933, upon release from the Navy, Petrov went 
to Moscow and qualified for employment in the Cipher 
Service of 0.G.P.U."as of 5-5-33. He worked in this Service 
until September, 1937, From that date until February, 1938, 
Petrov served as chief of a cipher unit attached to the, 
staff of an NKVD division in Western China. In February, 
1938, Petrov returned to Moscow where he served as an 
operational functionary and later as Deputy Section. Chì 
of the NKVD Internal Cipher Communications Division. ron 
September, 1941, to July, 1942, Petrov served as chief of 
this Section with about 50 cipher clerks working under 
him. His Section was in charge of providing cipher communi- 
cations for ihe NKVD network inside Russia with the exception 
of N frontier and internal troops. He transferred to they 
NKGB in February, 1941, when it was set up separately Fron. 
the NKVD. In ihe meantime Petrov, who had: been married.and 
divorced, married Evdokìa Petrova in July, 1940. During 
the same period x had achieved the rank of Major of 
re m o 


State Security 
In July, 1942, Petrov vas assigned as a cipher 


clerk in the Soviet Embassy in Stockholm, Sweden; however, 


due -to travel difficulty, did not arrive until March, 1943. 
His wife, whose background is set forth separately, was not 
given. any NKVD assignment, but accompanied ‘Petrov as his-wìfe. 


Petrov's:-assignment was d cover for his MD functions which 


were cipher clerk to the NKVD Chief Resident in the Embassy 


of all Soviet missions in Stockholm, The cipher work hand gf, 


Soviet Secret Service | | 
tt, People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs: 
mun People's — 4 — 

Commissariat of State Securi ty 


by Petrov in Stockholm consisted mainly of information / 
obtained from NKGB agents operating against German and 
German installations in Norway, as wil as reports about 
Sweden including attempted penetration of the Swedish 
Foreign Office, He also used selected Soviet personnel 

to keep watch over Soviet missions and supervise n 

agent who was a Soviet seaman interned in Sweden U 


Petrov departed Sweden in October, 1947, and 
returned to Moscow. He was promoted to rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel of State Security and both he and his wife were 
assigned to work in the Committee of Information, an over- 
all supervisory organization that included:all branches of 
the Soviet Intelligence Service. Petrov served in the Mari- 
time Section of the Second Directorate of this organization. 
During „this period, Petrov was a desk officer who handled 
the MGB activities in Bucharest, Rumania, and vicinity. His 
Junction was ‘to. make sure of the loyalty, political reliabil- 
ity and correct conduct of Soviet merchant navy personnel in 
Foreign waters, He continued this: ivity until his depart- 
ure for Australia in January, 1951 [y 


His assignment in Australia was that of a secret 
representative of the First Directorate of the MGB and he 
was. charged with the security and loyalty of personnel at 
the Soviet Enbassy in Canberra, as well as counterintelligence 
work among Russian enigres in Australia. His official position 
was ‘in a category described as a grade ‘below Third Secretary; 
however, upon arrival he was given the status of Third Secre- 
tary and his nominal duties included being in:charge of Soviet 
cultural activities. Shortly thereafter, Petrov was placed 
in charge of all MGB work at the Embassy, this being effective 
in February, 1952, He carried on this function until his 
defectìon in April, 1954, being promoted to the rank of Jull 
Colonel of State Security. His activity also included the 
collection.of intelligence about Australia and other countries 
in the Western-Democratic Bloc, especially political information 
such as night be availabl; rough sources close to Government 
departments. in Australia. Jim 


He was recalled to Moscow om 5-5-53; however, became 
seriously ill and his trip was postponed until July, 1953, 
and then cancelled. He first considered defection in 1952 
when he began running into personal difficulties with the m 


Lass Ministry of State security )S) U 


Ambassador and the Commercial Attache, who were submitting 
adverse reports on him to Moscow. In March, 1954, Petrov 
received instructions to return to Moscow with.his wife and, 
further, that they were to be replaced, He was scheduled to 
leave Australia on 5-8-54. In the meantime, he had initiated 
contact with the Australian Security Intelligence Organization 
which culminated in his decision to defect on 4-3-54. He did 
not tdke his wife into his confidence; although he ‘had sounded 
her out and felt that she would not join him because of her 
ties in Moscow and „fear of reprisals SC) U 


(Senn OF EVDOKIA ALEXEYEVNA PETROVA DSL uu 


Eudokia Petrova was born 3-8-14,, in Russia and 
her parents, a brother and sister currently reside in 
Moscow. Her family moved to Moscow in 1924 and by 1930 she 
had completed her early education and had entered a college 
for foreign languages where she studied: the English language. 
She had many friends in the O. G. P. J., as it was known in ` 
that period, which resulted in her joining the Special Cipher 
Department in 1983. She was initially enrolled in the Mili- , 
tary Intelligence Unit in the capacity of G Junior cipher 
clerk. In June, 1934, she was transferred from the Military 
Intelligence Division io the O.G.P.U. which, during that time, 
was reorganized and renamed the NKVD. She was established as 
a regular employee and successively held rank in he State 
Security Service and as of 1945 had been promoted to Captain. 
She vore civilian clothes, but was entitled io wear a uniform. 
During this early period.she was married in a common-law 
arrangement during 1936-1937. Her first husband, one Roman 
Xriuosh, was arrested and detained in'a labor camp. He had 
been a member of the Special Cipher Department of the NKVD 
and fell into disrepute and died in 19235 50 š 


She married Vladimir Petrov in July, 1940, and 
accompanied him on the assignment to Stockholm, Sweden. 
Initially, she had no intelligence assignment, but upon 
arrival she began work for the Chief Resident in Sweden as 
a typist, photographer of secret intelligence naterial, 


certain operational intelligence duties which included acti 


accountant and occasional cipher clerk. She also performed 2) i 


(Germs: KNOWLEDGE OF SOVIET INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES IN U.S. Y 


of recruited or prospective agents. 05 

She returned with her husband to Moscow 
in October, 1947, and was employed ‘in the Committee 
of Information in a section which dealt with an 
area in Spitzbergen, Germany, were the Soviet Union 
had coal Concessions and involved a security check 
on Soviet citizens employed in that area. In December, 
1948, she was transferred back into the MGB in a unit 
which controlled intelligence activities in Scandinavian 
countries. She worked in the Swedish Unit. Thereafter 
she accompanied her husband to Australia where her assign- 
ment was that of.accountant and Chief Embassy Secretary. 
She had a secret intelligence assignment which included 
the acting.as cipher clerk for the MVD in Australia, as 
the intelligence organization had then become known. 
She ‘handled all correspondence and secret cables. passing 
between the ‘headquarters in the Embassy and in Moscow a 
transnitted instructions to other intelligence personnel). qm 


as an intermediary between. "agente SY) q couple 


On 4-6-54, she was summoned to the Soviet 
Embassy and kept in custody thereafter until her attempted 
return by the Soviets to Russia on 4-19-54. She was in a 
confused state due to her husband's defection, the rough 
treatment afforded her by Soviet Embassy personnel because 
of his action, implications that she would suffer when 
returned to Russia:and, finally, the actual physical conduct 
of the couriers who were accompanying her on the return trip. 
She was able to indicate her.fears to the hostess on the 
returning aircraft and expressed a desire to see her husband, 
which resulted in a contact with an Australian Government 


official who enabled her to speak to her ns À she then 


resolved to request asylum, which was granted.( uu 


N 
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| The only information received to date is an. excerpt 
Jrom:a statement by Vladimir Petrov that Alexander Panyushkin, 
former Soviet Ambassador in Washington, had commenced signing 
documents: in April or May, 1953, under the cover name of R 


© i 


-7- 2 


Further, that Georgi Zaroubin, current Soviet Ambassador 
io the U. S., is the head of an MYD section. Petrov also 
indicates that two Soviets, identified as Bebon and 
yinogradol Constantine Fedorovich assigned to the Soviet 
Delegation to the United Nations, are an MYD worker and 
Red Navy intelligence officer, respectively, These 
individuals have been tentatively identified as Mikhail I. 
Rebrov and Konstantin Vinogradov, neither of whom ds 
currently assigned to the U. S. The general intelligence 
knowledge of Petrou, the background of both individuals 
reflect that they would be sources of information on cipher 
and code practices of the Soviet intelligence services! 
background, organizaiion:and general operation of all 
services, probable knowledge of ‘intelligence personnel 
serving in Russia and abroad and histô&ê&al Ged und of 
intelligence services, particularly since 1930 u 


(C SCOPE or ACTIVITY IN AUSTRALIA S4 n 


The Royal Commission hearings reflect that 
the information furnished by. the Petrovs falls ‘into 
five categories as. to Soviet intelligence operations in 
that cauntry: (1) Keeping in touch with persons in 
Australia who were recognized as being in some sense 
or.another, agents or helpers of the Soviets. (2) Re- = 
cruiting or enlisting active helpers willing to supply 
information or in some other way help the Sovie.t Union, 
(3) Bringing Russian agents into Australia. (4) Re- 
cruitment of a fifth column or underground movement to 
operate in the event of war. (5) Obtaining secret 
information concerning foreign poli fecting relations 
' between Australia and other nations big 


The initial hearings do not indicate the 
extent of penetration into the Australian Government, but 
Rhêreê. is reflected a total of 70 contacts who are ‘being 
investigated for the purpose of determining the nature of 


their contacts with e Soviets or why the Soviets were 
interested in theml SJ. 
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ANGSRED LEADERS DEBATE PAYMENT TO PETROV | 


"orden 


————— 


Ga me Minister Robert o neee and Socíalist leader 
Herbert% att shouted angrily at/each other across the House of 
Represéntatives togight about an alleged cash payment to former Soviet HE 
diplomat Vladimir Petrov. In one of the stormiest Parliamentary scenes b7c 


within merory, Evatt thoundered that Petrov, who sought political 

asylum here last April, did not hand over documents in his possession 
until "he got 5,000 pounds ".-$11,900--"in hard cash." In a statement a 
few hours earlier outside Parliament, the Labor Party chief alleged 

Menzies had made a "deal" with Petrov for political gein, buying the 
documents in order to influence the Australian electorate improperly 

in the nation-wide elections May 29. Three members of Evatt's staff 

were named as sources of information to the Soviet Embassy in the docu- 
ments, some of which were disclosed at a Government espionage hearing last 
month. 


Menzies began tonight's fiery exchange by declaring he had kept silent 

about the documents during the entire election campaign. He added 

pointedly that Evatt "might not be here now" in Parliament 1f he had 

disclosed details of the documents to the electorate. A rowdy back- 

ground of cheers and Jeers frequently drowned out the angry exchanges 

and Menzies was twice reminded by the Speaker of the House that his 

time had expired. At one point red-faced Evatt picked up a copy of 

the Parliamentary Record while he was speaking anâ angrily flung ít on vid l 2 
the table. His voice almost broke from emotion and he slumped back py (C's 
exhausted on the bench at the end of his statement. 


After being ruled out of order earlier in the day during a debate on 
strengthening the powers of the espionage commission, Evatt stepped. DCU 
Outside to make his accusations against Menzies. ` He derended in 
particular to know why the "vital fact" that Petrov has been paid was d 
withheld until after the election May 29. Menzies retorted in Í 
Parliament: "I remained silent from the beginning to the end of the 
election campaigne Now Dr. Evatt in this rhetorical fashion asks 

why I did not talk about the 5,000 pounds, but does not ask me why 

I did not tell the House of the contents of the Petrov papers. if 

I had, Dr. Evatt might not ve here now." The Prime Minister said 
Evatt's accusations were "hysterical” and mostly red the Communis 


Party line. INDEXED : 76 
n the afternoon debate, Evatt said the Government, sonner rl J | * 


glamorízed the spotlighted Petrov and his blonde wife, both of whom 
sought asylum after working as secret pollcy in the.Soyiet Embassy. c 
He accused the espionage commission as well of "smearing the names and 
reputatíons of some people connected with the case." 
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Office Meteora. UIN . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: t/uô/54 
Ari Cause Au .ZSZABOUH DESK 
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SPIONAGE - R | 


" hera is enclosed for the information of the Bureeu a set of 
7 photostats of newspaper articles clipped fron the "Sydney (austrelia}, \ R el, 
Morning Hereld! published during the period July l - 23, 1954. The W, 5 "“ 
articles relate to the testiuony given before the Australian ‘Royal 
Commission on Espionige by the sbove-captionea Soviet defectee and 
his wife, rs. PYDUKIA-ESTRUY. ft? ` hà #. 7 ko Leg Ft 
; She original clippings were loaned to this orfice on 8/20/54 
by LCUIS 2. BUDINZ, and after being photostated, have been returned 
to nin. 


A dujlicete set of photostats ore being indexed end will be 
redntained in Anstent file in the New York Office. UACB, no further 
action wila be teken by the New York Office. 
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SUBJECT: VLADIMIR MIKHAILOVICH PETROV, was.; , ý. / Veil. 
EVDOKIA ALEXEYEVNA*PETROVA, vas, Me AR A Bellona eo 
Z ESPIONAGE - R GA Gandy —— 
£ 
⁄ Captioned subjects are former MYD officers who defected to 
^ [Australian authorities in April, 1954. (My memorandum to you dated 
29, 1954 
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VLADIMIR MIKHATLOVICH PETROV, vas. (hs 
ESPIONAGE - R :Đeclasstfy 


Subject is a Soviet MVD officer y 
Australian authorities'on April 3,1954. 
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London, England 


Front Directory FBI 


Subject: VLADIMIR MIXHAILOVICH PETROV, was. * 
MISCELLANEOUS = INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAGE) 


As you know the capttoned individual defected 
to the Australians on April 9, 1954, while assigned to 
the Soviet Embassy fn Australia. 
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mạ "nợ Beurlet l0-4-54 concerning the Australian 
Royal Commission reports which reflect the disclosures 
of the subject opncerntng Soviet esptonage activities 
4n Australia. 1 


mation, ss 
s currently furnishing 
Bureau with the oye A e ox reports as they are 


compiled. To date there haw been mo specific instances 
disclosed that are related to Soviet intelligence 
activity in this country; however, the material fur- | 
nished does reflect that Petrou and his wife were 
experienced Soviet intelligence agents and in possession 
ef over-all knowledge of Soviet intelligence operational 
activity and procedures. The documents referred to are 
quite bulky and it does not appear to be worthwhile to 
furnish copies of the sane to the Field at this tine. 
‘There is being prepared by the Central Research Desk a 
monograph which will include a review of material obtained 
from all recent Soviet defectors including the Petrovs, 
Yuri Rastuorou and Petr Der bin. 
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'LOUIS Y BUDENZ advised on 9/30/54 that he has recently 
learned that the Australian government is either about to issue 
or has just 1ssued & report containing the results of the hearings 
conducted in Australia before a Royal Commission on Espionage 
relating to the captioned Soviet defector,  BUDENZ said he was 
also told that copies of the report may be purchased by anyone 
interested through the Australian Embassy, Washington, D. C. 


| The Bureau may desire to obtain a copy of the report 

j for research purposes, It îs suggested that, in the event the 
Bureau considers the report worthwhile, additional copies be 

obtained and furnished to those divisions having the majority 

; of Bureau espionage investigations. 
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CENTRAL RESEARCH MATTER . ‘$¢/-438 J 
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' . hw] 44 
The captioned attached to 


his paper is broken into operationa 
recruiting comnunication etc. The material in E 
generally based on deroded and interpret 


- nox e 
In addition to a large amount of detailed date r&garding Er xc aly 
operational techniques of the Soviet State Security „ mo À 
Australia there were other points of particular interest. In June, J 2; 
the Foreign IntElligenre Center in Moscow called for YS a L 
valuable agi nts.having access *o enemy intelligence and €uunter- M MS, d 
intelligence organizations (British-Anerican bloc). ` In September, ls, 
PetroU recéived instructions from Moscow to make a pl 


anne penet®ation 
of Aner Gan intelligence and counterintelligence. The latter directive 


reguesteË the systematic collection of information relating to American 4 
intelligence and Counterintelligence organizations: identity, location, 
organtzational structure, functions, personnel, tratning, security 


systems, and coordination with intelligence organizations of other 
countries GA gg 


Petrov believes his instructions may well apply to other 
"Rest aR democratic countries." Petrou's material authenticates many 
‘operuttonal techniques previously identified by Bureau investigation. 
Also supplies 2 in intelligence categories deueloped by Bureau d 
interviews nit other Souiet defectors. The captioned paper supplied E 
E specific information regarding intelligence operations in thể United” 
states 622 | 
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